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from the point of view of the worker in these vernaculars.
You no doubt have noticed that most of the speakers so far
have been eminent persons who have employed English
largely as the medium of expression. They are celebrated ;
thev are known to the world; we know they are great and
entitled to speak for our population. But what exactly has
this poor worker in the vernacular for whom they are speak-
ing to say for himself ? So I thought that I might crave the
permission of those in authority for a few minutes to present
the case of the writers in the languages of this country.
The question was put: will the development of the various
vernaculars have the effect of creating disruption ? And our
great and respected leader Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru definitely
answered and said, it need not. The development of the
languages need not cause disruption. The languages in
India are not the cause of division among the people. Quite
the contrary. The gracious lady who is President of our club,
and President of our Sammelan, our Conference, at the very
outset of the proceedings gave in a beautiful figure the reason
for the inevitable unity of thought and feeling in the country;
that no doubt languages are different, but though the
mouths are different, the heart is one; that the heart is
one and the thought is one and, although the languages might
differ, the thought which is expressed in the languages has to
be the same. That was reassuring. But Mr. Gulabdas Broker
remarked this morning, for instance, that when the great work
of a great writer in Gujarati was put into another language and
taken from publisher to publisher it was not accepted; and
the suggestion was that there was prejudice against a sister
language. Was it because the thing came from Gujarat that
the Bengali publisher was not willing to publish it or had he
some less mysterious reason ? That he feared that the book
might not sell; that he might not have found the paper in
these ration days ? Twenty other reasons are possible but the
suspicion is there and the fear is there.
I, as one of the writers that work in the various lang-
uages of this country, wish to say that so far as the unity of
the country is concerned, so far as the love of mankind is
concerned, so far as the love of all the universe is concern-
ed, we have no smaller, no less noble, an ideal than any